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The Bass Coast Community Foundation was established in 2002 to provide a sustainable source  

of funds for community projects. We are an independent, philanthropic organisation operating exclusively  

for the benefit of the Bass Coast community.  We are for local people in Bass Coast – this is your Foundation!

These three focus areas are the priority as part of the strategic plan and thus for the Foundation and its work.

Since 2002 the Foundation has distributed well over one million dollars for the Bass Coast community.   
The Foundation continues to make a difference in a way that no other organisation can as a vehicle that  

enables support to be provided in areas of genuine need as well as providing an opportunity for local people  
to make a real difference where they live. 

Underpinning all the work that we do is a is a robust action plan which articulates the outcomes, actions, 
responsibilities, and measures of success that guide the work of the Board and the Executive Officer.

Collectively, we are advocating for the issues that are most important to local people. By partnering with local 
organisations, we are working to make our communities stronger, more resilient and healthy. 
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2021 - 2026

BASS COAST COMMUNITY FOUNDATION LTD

COMMUNITY
PARTNER

PHILANTHROPIC 
LEADER

GRANTMAKER

WE ARE A
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and housing stress

Increase aspirations of 
young people through skills, 

knowledge and learning

Increase opportunities  
for local women and girls

CHAIR’S MESSAGE

I am pleased to be writing this 
introduction to our Annual 
Report for the first time since 
I took on the role of Chair in 
November 2021.

Let me begin by acknowledg-
ing and thanking Carol Blair 
for the contribution that she 
made to the Foundation and 
to our community during her 
time as Chair, and previously 

as a Director.  As you will see below, Carol’s contribution 
to Bass Coast has been recognised in her award as 2022 
Bass Coast Citizen of the Year – a very well-deserved 
award.

I am delighted to say that Carol has agreed to take on 
the role as Patron of the Foundation, so we will continue 
to benefit from her advice, guidance, and involvement as 
we go forward.

Reflecting on the year since July 2021, the Covid related 
challenges that we saw during the previous year have 
continued to impact the Bass Coast community and 
the Foundation, and have continued for longer than 
many of us expected.  These lasting challenges have 
increased the focus and importance of many of the 
grassroots initiatives that the Foundation supports such 
as the provision of Back-to-School vouchers, and our 
Community Grant program.  

I am pleased to report that we saw an increase in 
donations over the level of the previous year, and we 
are immensely grateful to all our donors.  The generosity 
of our donors enabled us to increase the level of grants 
and financial support that we provided to the community 
this year.  All the projects you will read about later in this 
report are made possible only though your donations.  
Without your support – whether small or large – it would 
not be possible to enable the fantastic outcomes that 
these projects deliver for our community.

As well as donations, we were fortunate this year to benefit 
from a generous bequest that enabled the establishment 
of the Joan Eltringham Memorial Fund to support students 
at Bass Coast College, where Joan was a teacher for 
many years.  You will read more about this Fund below, 
but it illustrates how a bequest to the Foundation can 
form a long-lasting legacy that will continue to benefit 
the community for many years to come.

Bass Coast Shire Council has continued to be a valued 
partner and supporter of the Foundation.  During the 
year Council agreed to extend for a further three years 
the support that they provide towards the Foundations 
operational costs.  We greatly appreciate this, as it 
means that more of our donated dollars can go directly 
to the projects and programs that make a difference in 
our community.

Another key change for the Foundation this year was a 
change of Executive Officer.  In May 2022 our Executive 
Officer Kirsty Mawer retired.  Kirsty brought a great 
passion, enthusiasm, and energy to the role, and the 
Foundation and the community has benefited greatly 
from her contribution both as Executive Officer, and prior 
to that as a Director.

We are delighted to welcome Sarah Bourke into the role 
of Executive Officer.  Sarah brings a wealth of experience 
in the philanthropic and community sectors to the role.  
She was born and raised in South Gippsland, and has 
strong connections to our community.  Sarah joins us 
from a role working with the Ngaanyatjarra Pitjantjatjara 
Yankunytjatjara Women’s Council (NPYWC), a major 
provider of youth and education services in Alice Springs.

The period of this Annual Report, July 2021 – June 2022, 
marks the completion of the Foundation’s 20th year.  
The Foundation was established in 2002 in response to 
the growing need for a sustainable source of funds to 
support community projects within Bass Coast.  Over the 
last 20 years, the Foundation has distributed over $1m to 
projects and programs to improve the lives of the Bass 
Coast community.  This has been possible only through 
the generosity of you, our community of donors.  I would 
like to close by thanking most sincerely everyone who has 
been part of the Foundation’s 20 year history – founders, 
past directors, executives, partner organisations, and 
most importantly our donors.  Without all of you, this 
would not have been possible.

The Board and I look forward to opening the chapter on the 
next 20 years of the Bass Coast Community Foundation.

The Board was thrilled that outgoing Chair and Patron 
Carol Blair, was awarded 2022 Bass Coast Citizen of the 
Year for her leadership and volunteer work in the Bass 
Coast community. 

The Foundation has been the beneficiary of many 
voluntary hours Carol has committed to delivering 
and growing its work. Carol was a Board Director for 
six years, Chair for two years, and is the Foundation’s 
current Patron. Carol is actively involved in the 
Foundation’s Women for Change working group, and 
she is passionate about continuing to advocate for 
and raise awareness of gender inequality women and 
girls face in our community.

The award was a fitting recognition of Carol’s role in 
the community, and her passion to make a difference 
and contribute to the region.

CONGRATULATIONS TO CAROL BLAIR

Pictured (L-R): Deputy Mayor Cr Leticia Laing, Carol Blair, Mat Bowtell (2021 Bass Coast Citizen 
of the Year) and Mayor Cr Michael Whelan.

Phil Friedlos
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Bass Coast Kids as 
Catalysts program 
(Kids Thrive)

Piloted at Newhaven Primary School in 2021, and in 2022 also being delivered at Bass 
Valley Primary and Powlett River Primary, this award-winning program ignites young 
people to become catalysts for change in their local communities.

$63,525

Foundation for 
Rural and Regional 
Renewal (FRRR)

A total of 739 Back to School vouchers (supplied by FRRR) were distributed to
students in need across all Bass Coast schools, in addition to families in need
outside traditional school settings.

$36,950

YMCA 
(YES Youth Hub,  
YMCA Cowes)

YES, Youth Hub received a Community Grant to establish a pantry to support local young 
people sleeping rough, couch surfing or with limited access to quality food at home. 
YMCA Cowes received funds to support young people in need to attend school holiday 
and other sport and recreation opportunities.

$8,850

Bass Coast College
As part of a generous bequest, this year the Joan Eltringham Memorial Fund was 
launched to improve well-being, inclusiveness and literacy for disadvantaged and 
vulnerable children attending Bass Coast College.

$7,000

Bass Coast Special 
School

Recipients of a Community Grant to introduce a play-based therapy program 
for primary and lower secondary aged students with learning difficulties and 
communication challenges..

$5,000

Bass Coast TAC  
L2P program

Long standing support for the L2P program ensuring young learner drivers who do not 
have access to a supervised driver or car, and who are unable to get the required 120 
hours of supervised driving practice, are matched with a volunteer mentor driver and 
access to a program vehicle.

$5,000

PICAL

Phillip Island Community and Learning Centre (PICAL) received grant to support ongoing 
costs of the Food Pantry. This initiative provides weekly food hampers and meals 
prepared by volunteers, using ingredients from their own Community Garden, and are 
distributed to residents in need.

$4,250

Kinship Carers
Funding has supported the establishment of a Kinship Carers group at Phillip Island 
who meet monthly. Most are dealing with challenging situations daily; primarily with the 
parents of the children being cared for and the associated support services required. 

$1,500

Swell Mamas
Received a grant to run a beginner surfing program to help women and mothers to 
learn a new recreation activity, gain self-confidence and build on their social network 
and connection to their local community.

 $1,200

WHAT WE ARE DOING: COMMUNITY GIVING 2021-2022

The Joan Eltringham Memorial Fund was launched to 
support well-being, inclusiveness and literacy initiatives 
for vulnerable children attending Bass Coast College. 

Joan was a passionate and highly respected teacher at 
what was Wonthaggi Secondary College for 29 years 
from 1979 – 2008, working mainly with children to improve 
literacy and inclusiveness. 

“She provided amazing intervention support, positively 
influencing the outcomes for many students over her very 
successful career,” said Darren Parker, Principal of Bass 
Coast College. 

With support from the benefactor’s niece, Lisa Farrugia (nee 
Eltringham), the Foundation launched the Fund with an 
initial donation of $7,000, with plans to donate funds each 
year to Bass Coast College specifically for disadvantaged 
children. 

For more information:  
https://www.givenow.com.au/joan-eltringham-memorial

THE JOAN ELTRINGHAM  
MEMORIAL FUND

Proudly presenting a $7000 cheque to Bass Coast College was (L-R): , Lisa 
Farrugia (nee Eltringham), Bass Coast Community Foundation Director John 
Walsh, with acting College Principal Leith Warren (right) and assistant College 
principal Phil Hughes (far left).

WHAT WE ARE DOING: COMMUNITY GRANTS 2021-2022

YES YOUTH HUB IN WONTHAGGI received funds 
to support local young people who may be sleeping 
rough, couch surfing or not being provided enough 
quality food at home. The funding initially supported the 
establishment of a pantry at the Hub and will continue to 
support the stocking of items as needed and guided by 
young people.
  
Rebecca Wilson from YMCA said the YES Youth Hub (YYH) 
Bass Coast provides a safe space for young people to 
connect, to be empowered and to access information 
about services and support.
  
“We are really pleased to be able to use this grant to 
help establish a food pantry for young people who are 
in need. The pantry will be stocked with non-perishables 
and personal items such as toiletries and sanitary items,” 
she said.

Along with this, YMCA COWES, received funds to 
support disadvantaged youth to attend out of school 
activities such as music lessons, swimming etc.

Rebecca Wilson (YMCA Area Manager), Tracey Cobb (Program Officer 
YES Youth Hub) receive Community Grant from Bass Coast Community 
Foundation, Sarah Bourke (Executive Officer). 

BASS COAST SPECIALIST SCHOOL were given 
funding to deliver play-based therapy for students 
diagnosed with learning difficulties and communication 
disorders. 

Caroline Sibly, Assistant Principal said, “This funding 
means that we can better support our students, many 
of whom can’t communicate with spoken word, and 
intervene earlier to help them with some strategies and 
tools to cope with difficulties. This evidenced-based 
therapy will allow our students to express, regulate, 
communicate, practice and master new skills as well as 
their emotional responses.”

BCSS Students; Jaide, Oliver, Chad, Natalie and Daniel pictured receiving their 
Community Grant, with Assistant Principal, Caroline Sibly. 

All Community Grants are funded by the generosity of the Foundation’s donors 
from the Bass Coast community.  There were five successful recipients of 
Community Grants program in 2021/22, and funds received aim to help local 
eligible organisations identify and address areas of need and disadvantage 
through evidence-based early interventions, and help build resilience, well-
being, and opportunities for Bass Coast residents. 
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WHAT WE ARE DOING: COMMUNITY GRANTS 2021-2022

PHILLIP ISLAND COMMUNITY AND LEARNING 
CENTRE (PICAL)  received funds to support the 
ongoing costs of the Phil Dixon Food Pantry. 

This initiative provides weekly food hampers, including 
a range of kitchen and pantry staples and meals 
prepared by volunteers, using ingredients from their own 
Community Garden, and are distributed to residents in 
need. Operated by volunteers, over the past two and a 
half years, it has received almost 14,500 visits from people 
who struggle to put food on the table, equating to around 
110 people who need help to feed their household each 
week. 

“PICAL are very grateful to Bass Coast Community 
Foundation for their generosity and ongoing support of 
the Food pantry for residents in need in the Phillip Island 
area,” Greg Thompson PICAL Manager added.

Greg Thompson (Centre Manager) and PICAL Pantry Volunteer, Pauline Hamon 
pictured with Community Grant from Bass Coast Community Foundation. 

Karisah (Learner driver) celebrates getting her license with her mentor Burt.

TAC L2P DRIVER TRAINING  were given funding to 
deliver driver training for 16–23-year olds from families 
of disadvantage. The program supports up to 60 learner 
drivers from across the Bass Coast who are able to 
complete their required hours of supervised driving 
practice with volunteer mentors. Melanie Mumford, Bass 
Coast L2P Coordinator said, “The positive outcomes for 
our young learner drivers would not be possible without 
the support of BCCF Community grants.”
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WHAT WE ARE DOING: COMMUNITY GRANTS 2021-2022

As a Working Group of the Foundation, Women for Change 
use their collective skills to help other local women make 
positive life changes or take a step towards greater 
wellbeing.  

Through fundraising initiatives, particularly focused 
on International Womens Day, grants are awarded to 
support Bass Coast women and girls. 

One such funded program, Wellness Warriors, provided 
personal development workshops in 2021 to support 
women in the Bass Coast region. Due to COVID – 19 
restrictions, these were delivered via a combination of in 
person and online sessions. Participants were recruited 
via local social support services, local media, and word 
of mouth.

Activities were participant driven, and included sessions 
around developing a wellbeing plan, learning about 
meditation, breathing, art, drawing, painting, exercise 
and self-care. All participants commented on the benefit 
they received from the program in their wellbeing journey, 
especially the opportunity to connect through art.

Lynda, a program participant said, “Wellness Warriors 
completely exceeded my expectations, I would look 
forward to each week and the range of activities. Each 
week was a great opportunity to get out of your comfort 
zone and support one another in doing so.  I enjoyed the 
range of activities on offer from wellness, meditation to 
art therapy along with company of each person, women 
from all over the Bass Coast and strong connections were 
made.”

WELLNESS WARRIORS

Photo: Erin Johnson (Wellness Warriors coordinator), Lynda Probitts (Wellness 
Warrior participant), Nina Barry-Macaulay (Chair, Women for Change) 

WONTHAGGI NEIGHBOURHOOD HOUSE, 
WOMEN’S DRIVING PROGRAM

WOMEN FOR CHANGE 

Wonthaggi Neighbourhood Centre runs the Bass Coast 
TAC L2P program supporting young learner drivers who 
don’t have access to a suitable supervising driver to 
assist them to reach 120 hours of driving experience and 
become safe, competent drivers.

The program is frequently approached by women over 
the program’s 16-23 year age requirement who need the 
support of a supervising driver to help them pass the 
drive test and be safe on the road. Many of these women 
are newly arrived to the region, may be socially isolated 
or have limited family support.

Women for Change provided funding to enable five local 
women who face barriers to gaining their drivers licence 
to participate in the Women’s Driving program. A recently 
graduated participant was grateful for the opportunity
saying, “It helps people like me get my licence, it has 
changed my life for the better and helped build up a lot 
of confidence to be able to pass! It truly is an amazing 
program.”

BASS COAST SHIRE COUNCIL
Bass Coast Shire Council was instrumental in 
assisting in the establishment of the Foundation and 
has been a major supporter of the Foundation since 
its inception in 2002. One of the major challenges 
for the Foundation’s Board has been to source, 
fund and manage the Foundation’s operations. The 
Foundation is unable to use tax deductible donations 
provided for its charitable work for operational 
purposes. Council’s ongoing financial contribution 
has supported the ability for the Foundation to fund 
its operations, and for this we are extremely grateful.
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WHAT WE ARE DOING: GRANTS RECEIVED 2021-2022

ECSTRA FOUNDATION

Financial Literacy Classes ran across Bass Coast neighbourhood houses.

The Bass Coast community – like many other regional 
places – has typically had very little access to current, 
relevant data about socio-economic issues affecting 
local people; issues such as the financial capability of its 
community.

We took action to address this shortcoming in 2020/21, 
supported by a financial capacity building grant from 
Ecstra Foundation and this continued in 2021/22.

The Foundation engaged a consultant to develop a 
profile of financial vulnerability across the community. 
The resulting comprehensive report ‘Bass Coast 
Counts’ has been shared with key stakeholders and the 
community. The profile is a community asset that Bass 
Coast community funders and service providers can 
use to better demonstrate community need to secure 
resources and advocate for additional services. The 
profile showed that financial wellbeing in the Bass Coast 
Shire was below the state and national average. Women 
and young people were identified as the most vulnerable 
groups whose financial wellbeing is declining over time 
and who have been most impacted by the economic 
consequences of the Covid-19 pandemic. The research 
also found there had not been any meaningful financial 
counseling services offered within Bass Coast Shire for 
several years, despite funding being awarded to large 
service providers.

Based off the report’s findings, BCCF worked with local 
neighbourhood houses in the most marginalised and 
vulnerable areas (identified in the report) to create and 
deliver financial counseling services in a sustainable and 
enduring manner. Outgoing BCCF Executive Officer, Kirsty 
Mawer, writes, “Our learning has been that the community 
frequently has the capacity within it to make change 
if they are financially resourced and empowered to do 
so. Community sovereignty is vital for quality outcomes. 
Collaboration, quality collaboration, takes time.” 

BACK TO SCHOOL VOUCHERS

For the seventeenth consecutive year, as part of our 
ongoing partnership with FRRR, the Back to School Voucher 
program provided $50 vouchers to Bass Coast students 
and families in need. The vouchers are redeemed at 
Kmart for essential school supplies, such as uniforms, 
stationary, shoes and school bags. It might not seem like 
much, but to many these make a real difference to start 
of the school year. 

A local school principal shared their appreciation for the 
program, “The vouchers bring a huge relief to parents 
and carers, so much so you hear a sigh of relief when you 
explain how they can use them to help with back to school 
costs, often for a number of children in their family who 
would otherwise have to go without. I have had parents 
who have cried, overwhelmed by the generosity of the 
organisations behind this. In addition to this, they also 
bring relief to staff, knowing students will not go without. 
We often underestimate the impact a nice school bag or 
lunchbox can have on a child. They are so excited when 
they can choose it for themselves too. We love it when 
they come to school proud of their lunchbox and happy 
to bring it out, show everyone and eat with no shame 
embarrassment.”

Photo: David Kelsey, Rodney McKenzie (principal Cowes Primary School), Phil 
Friedlos (Chair, BCCF) 

WHAT WE ARE DOING: KIDS AS CATALYSTS

In 2021 the Foundation funded the pilot delivery of the 
award-winning Kids as Catalyst program at Newhaven 
Primary school.
 
The six-month program delivered by Kids Thrive, another 
non-for-profit organisation, living and delivering the 
program in our local community supports young people 
to be positive change makers and leaders by partnering 
with local organisations to deliver action projects as a 
legacy. Thirty-five children participated in the Kids as 
Catalysts pilot program with seven community action 
projects benefiting over 4200 community members 
through co-designing and delivering action-based 
projects. 
 
Despite much of the program continuing in COVID 
enforced lockdown results showed that young people 
had:

• 52% increase in positive connections with other 
students at school

•  80% increase in connections with kids outside school

• 34% increase in trusted connections with adults at 
school

• 32% increase in trusted connections with adults in the 
community

Photo: Cr Brett Tessari (Bass Coast Council Mayor), Phil Friedlos (BCCF 
Chair), Cr Rochelle Halstead  Ande Lemon (CEO Kids Thrive), Andrea Rieniets 
(Creative Director Kids Thrive), Jordan Crugnale (MP Bass), Sharyne Munday 
(Principal Newhaven Primary School). 

Foundation Chair Phil Friedlos said, “This program is 
funded via a range of means including, The Robert Selzer 
Foundation, FRRR and local donations to the Bass Coast 
Community Foundation and is part of the Foundation’s 
work to improve local children’s aspirations and 
community connections. We are proud to support Kids 
Thrive, such a forward-looking local organisation, to have 
such a positive impact on the lives of children’s mental 
health and wellbeing.”

The model was expanded for wider implementation at 
Powlett River and Bass Valley Primary Schools in Term 3 
& 4 2022.
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ANNUAL AUDITED ACCOUNTS
Cardell Assurance and Audit provide auditing services to the Foundation.

The 2021-2022 audited accounts are available on the Foundation’s website www.bccf.org.au

Australian Charities and Not- For- Profit Commission (ACNC) Charities register www.acnc.gov.au/charity

A consolidated report taken from the Foundation’s audit is found below for you information.

ANNUAL AUDITED ACCOUNTS
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WITH GRATITUDE
WE THANK EVERY DONOR, SUPPORTER AND VOLUNTEER

THE FOUNDATION IS EXTREMELY GRATEFUL FOR THE SUPPORT RECEIVED FROM LOCAL ORGANISATIONS, BUSINESSES  
AND INDIVIDUALS, WITHOUT WHOM WE WOULD BE UNABLE TO SUPPORT THE BASS COAST COMMUNITY.

TO OUR NAMED ACCOUNTS
ALLAN BAWDEN

G & S BROWN (ALAN BROWN)
GERRY LONERGAN

JOAN ELTRINGHAM MEMORIAL FUND

NEWNHAM FAMILY (B & L NEWNHAM)
PHILLIP ISLAND ACCOUNT

VIVIAN DOCKING REITH
WOMEN FOR CHANGE (SYLVIA DAVEY)

TO OUR COMMUNITY PARTNERS
BASS COAST SHIRE COUNCIL

FOUNDATION FOR RURAL & REGIONAL RENEWAL (FRRR) 
KIDS THRIVE 

 ROBERT SELZER FOUNDATION

TO OUR GIVING COMMUNITY   |   2021-2022 DONORS

AMY KENT
ANNE CLARK

BARBARA MOJE
BOB & ANNE DAVIE

BRIDGET O’KEEFE
BRONWYN WILSON
C & FR CAMERON

CARDELL ASSURANCE & AUDIT
CAROL BLAIR

CHRISTIAN STEFANI
CHRISTOPHER DENHAM

COLDON HOMES
DANNY LUNA

DAVID & SYLVIA ADMANS
DAVID RITCHIE

FREDERIK BAKKER

G & TL APPLETON
GEOFF HOLDICH
GREIG MERCER

IAN RITCHIE
JACQUI PAULSON  

JANET CLARK
JOHN MUMFORD

JOHN WALSH
JORDAN CRUGNALE

JUDITH ADAMS
KARRYN DRENNAN

KELLY LUCAS
KIRSTY MAWER
LARISSA GRAY

MARK UNDERWOOD
MARLEY MUMFORD

NINA BARRY- MACAULAY
P & D CAMERON

PATRICIA BROADBENT
PAUL TARANTO

PENELOPE EVANS
PETER WONFOR

RE NELSON
REBECCA SLAVIN

RHIANNON NICHOLLS
ROBYN KELLY

SHIRLEY EVANS
SIMON DUNSTAN
SOPHIE BOLDING

SUE LEVY
TINA MAYLING

TS CONSTRUCTIONS

TO OUR BOARD

CAROL BLAIR (CHAIR RETIRED NOV 2021)
PHIL FRIEDLOS (CHAIR NOV 2021)
DAVID ADMANS (DEPUTY CHAIR)

JOHN WALSH (TREASURER)
AMY DYNES

CHARLES POPPLE
CHRISTIAN STEFANI 

JOANNE DIXON
KATHY HAWKE

NINA BARRY – MACAULAY

THANK YOU TO DI DUNCOMBE FOR VOLUNTARY BOOKKEEPING SERVICES

The Bass Coast Community Foundation is an independent philanthropic organisation that enables local donors to contribute cash, 
trusts, bequests or property to create permanent endowments that benefit people and/or community groups solely within the Bass 

Coast Shire region. The Foundation is your local charitable organisation, independent of religious and/or political persuasion. It 
was established in 2002 in response to a growing need for a sustainable source of funds for community projects. The Foundation 

operates exclusively within the boundaries of the Bass Coast Shire and is governed by a voluntary Board of Directors.

DONATIONS CAN BE MADE TO THE FOUNDATION  
TO SUPPORT OUR WORK DIRECTLY. 

EVERY DONATION OVER $2 IS TAX DEDUCTIBLE.

BASS COAST COMMUNITY FOUNDATION
ABN : 20 391 663 724 

BANK: 633 000 | ACC: 118 762 418 | REF: YOUR NAME

PO BOX 180, WONTHAGGI, VIC 3995
WWW.BCCF.ORG.AU

INFO@BCCF.ORG.AU  |  M. 0493 110 802
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PO BOX 180, WONTHAGGI, VIC 3995
WWW.BCCF.ORG.AU

INFO@BCCF.ORG.AU  |  M. 0493 110 802

CONTACT US


