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The Bass Coast Community Foundation was established in 2002 to provide a sustainable source  

of funds for community projects. We are an independent, philanthropic organisation operating exclusively  

for the benefit of the Bass Coast community.  We are for local people in Bass Coast – this is your Foundation!

These three focus areas are the priority as part of the strategic plan and thus for the Foundation and its work.

Since 2002 the Foundation has distributed well over one million dollars for the Bass Coast community.   
The Foundation continues to make a difference in a way that no other organisation can as a vehicle  

that enables support to be provided in areas of genuine need as well as providing an opportunity  
for local people to make a real difference where they live. 

Underpinning all the work that we do is a is a robust action plan which articulates the outcomes, actions, 
responsibilities, and measures of success that guide the work of the Board and the Executive Officer.

Collectively, we are advocating for the issues that are most important to local people. By partnering with local 
organisations, we are working to make our communities stronger, more resilient and healthy. 
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CHAIR’S MESSAGE
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It’s hard to believe that a year has gone by since our 
last report – another busy 12 months for our Bass 
Coast Community and for the Foundation.  As ever, our 
purpose has been to channel the incredible kindness and 
generosity of our donors to those in need within our Bass 
Coast community.  

The Foundation’s key areas of focus have remained.  
We have continued to direct our efforts and support 
to increasing opportunities for local women and girls; 
increasing the aspirations of our young people through 
skills, knowledge, and learning; and reducing the risk of 
financial hardship and through this helping to reduce the 
incidence of homelessness in our community.

As I reflect on the past year, it is this third focus area that 
has needed the greatest priority.  We spoke 12 months ago 
about the financial pressures the community was feeling 
through the continuing rises in the cost of living.  This has 
not only continued this year, but has intensified as more 
and more households have exhausted whatever financial 
buffer they may have had, and have reached breaking 
point.  Our local support organisations have continued 
to see higher than ever numbers of people looking for 
support, placing greater strain on their limited resources.  
This has meant that programs that we’ve been able to 
support such as the Back-To-School vouchers and the 
PICAL food pantry have been more important than ever.  
The dollars that our donors have provided for these 
causes have become even more critical.

Beyond the support organisations at the immediate 
points of need, the Foundation also participated in a 
group led by Rotary and Bass Coast Shire Council to bring 
together a number of not-for-profit organisations within 
Bass Coast to see how we could make sure that we are 
fully coordinated and cooperating in our efforts to help 
those in or close to homelessness in our community.  
      
Another long-term initiative that we were pleased to 
launch this year in the area was the Centsible program.  
This is a program run by two local women that teaches 
teenagers the basics of financial management, 
budgeting, and saving.  We were delighted to be able to 
run this program at Bass Coast Secondary College, and 
there are more details about this later in the Report.

Beyond this focus on alleviating financial hardship, our 
programs for women and girls, and for our young people’s 
education and growth have also continued.

As you will read later in this report, the Women for Change 
group has had another highly active year.  An extremely 
enjoyable and successful fundraiser was held at the Dirty 
Three Winery in October.  This event allowed us to hear 
directly from those involved in the extended L2P Women’s 
Driver program and the Go Girls project.  Both speakers 
highlighted the very real difference made to the lives of 
Bass Coast women by the support that your donations 
allow the Foundation to provide to these programs.

Our landmark Bass Coast Kids as Catalysts program ran 
for a fourth year, taking place at Newhaven Primary School 
and Bass Valley Primary School.  The program reached an 
important milestone this year, with the schools running 
the program entirely themselves.  This achievement of 
self-sufficiency within the schools was always our goal 
when we started the program, allowing this to become 
a sustainable part of the longer-term curriculum for the 
schools involved.

As always, the work that the Foundation does is only 
possible through the help and support of a lot of people 
and groups who deserve huge thanks.

The partner organisations who support us are critical.  
Bass Coast Shire Council continues to be a long-standing 
contributor to the Foundation, and we were delighted to 
extend our partnership with BCSC and Cardell Assurance 
and Audit for another year.

The Director group puts a great deal of time and energy 
into the Foundation throughout the year.  They all do this 
as volunteers and balance their Foundation work with 
many other work and personal responsibilities, and I would 
like to recognise the value they bring to our community 
through this work.  Special thanks also go to Deb Watson, 
the Foundation’s Executive Officer, for her hard work; and 
to Di Duncombe who helps with the Foundation’s financial 
management. 

My final and greatest thanks go to our donors. We rely on 
the continuing generosity of individual donors, families, 
and organsations within our community.  The donations 
made, the lasting bequests and endowments that 
people have chosen to leave the Foundation, and the 
long-standing support of our Named Account holders 
are critical to the work that we do.  It is this generosity 
that allows us to help others in our wonderful Bass Coast 
community.

Phil Friedlos, Chair

CHAIR’S MESSAGE
Introduction
2025 has proven to be another active and rewarding year for 
the Bass Coast Community Foundation (BCCF). Our central 
mission has remained unchanged: to deliver support that 
strengthens our community and enhances the resilience and 
well-being of those living and working in Bass Coast.

The work we’ve done this year has only been possible thanks 
to the generosity and kindness of our donors. I begin with a 
heartfelt thank-you to everyone who has contributed to 
the Foundation. As securing grants becomes increasingly 
challenging, the Foundation is becoming more reliant on 
donations, bequests, and fundraising as our primary sources 
of income. This income enables us to continue supporting 
numerous valuable programs and organisations throughout 
the Bass Coast community.

Key Focus Areas
Throughout the past year, we have maintained our 
commitment to three main priorities:

•	 Increasing opportunities for local women and girls
•	 Raising the aspirations of young people through skill 

development, knowledge acquisition, and learning 
opportunities

•	 Reducing the risk of financial hardship, which includes 
addressing housing stress and the risk of homelessness

Given ongoing cost-of-living pressures, we prioritised efforts 
to mitigate financial hardship during this reporting period.

Financial Literacy Initiatives
We partnered with Centsible, a local organisation led by 
two remarkable women from Wonthaggi, to fund a financial 
literacy program for teenagers. This initiative taught students 
at Wonthaggi College essential skills in financial management, 
budgeting, and realistic savings strategies. More than 150 
students have now successfully completed the program.

Building on this success, we collaborated with Centsible and 
Bass Coast Adult Learning to pilot an adult version of the 
financial literacy program. This new initiative is tailored to 
support those already experiencing financial stress.

Community Assistance Programs
The Foundation continued its support for Back-to-School 
vouchers and Bass Coast Health vouchers, both of which help 
those in greatest need within our community to cover some 
basic expenses.

Empowering Women and Girls
Our commitment to supporting local women and girls saw the 
Foundation again fund the Women’s Drivers program. For the 
first time, we also supported the Change for Sam program by 
providing monitored personal alarms to victim survivors of 
family violence. Another new initiative was our support for the 
Girls on Tools program at PICAL, which aims to build confidence 
and practical skills in women seeking to work with tools.

Youth Engagement
We were pleased to see the Kids as Catalysts program 
continue to thrive at Newhaven Primary School, where it is now 
an established part of the school’s ongoing curriculum.

Funding and Impact
Across the year, the Foundation distributed more than $40,000 
in grants for these and other essential community programs. 
All of this is made possible by the generosity of our donors. 
The individuals and groups running these initiatives, as well 
as those participating, are deeply appreciative of the ongoing 
support from our community.

Foundation Updates
This year, the Foundation has undergone several changes. At 
the end of 2024, we relocated to our new premises at ArtSpace 
in Wonthaggi. This space is a lovely working environment 
filled with beautiful artworks and friendly people. I encourage 
everyone to visit and say hello.

There have also been changes within our Board. Charles 
Popple stepped down after completing his term as Director, 
and we welcomed Bri Reid and Brett Tessari as new Directors. 
I extend my thanks to Charles for his contributions and to Bri 
and Brett for joining the team.

Fundraising and Gala Dinner
Towards the end of the financial year, our attention shifted 
to fundraising and preparations for our Gala Dinner, held in 
July. The event showcased the incredible generosity of the 
Bass Coast community. We received substantial sponsorship 
from Coldon Homes, TS Constructions, and Watersure, as well 
as donations of products, services, and artworks from local 
businesses and artists for our raffle and auction.

The evening’s highlight was our keynote speaker, Beau 
Vernon, whose inspiring story of resilience, community spirit, 
and positivity moved the entire room. Following Beau’s 
presentation, our master-auctioneer Brett entertained the 
guests and successfully encouraged vigorous bidding on a 
great selection of auction items. The evening’s success was 
amplified by a generous donor who matched the funds raised 
during the auction — a truly wonderful gesture.

Gratitude and Acknowledgements
The progress and impact we have achieved this year would not 
have been possible without the support of many individuals 
and organisations deserving of sincere thanks. Bass Coast 
Shire Council remains a valued partner and long-standing 
contributor. We also greatly appreciate the work and generous 
donation of Cardell Accountants.

Special thanks are owed to our Director group, who volunteer 
their time and balance Foundation duties with other personal 
and professional commitments, motivated by their dedication 
to our community.

The Foundation’s operations rely on the hard work of Deb 
Watson, our Executive Officer, whose energy and community 
connections keep everything running smoothly. We are 
also fortunate to have Di Duncombe assisting with financial 
management.

Closing Statement
In closing, I wish to reiterate my gratitude to all our donors. 
Whether contributions are large or small, once-off or recurring 
as part of a Named Account, monetary or time-based, every 
donation to the Foundation makes a meaningful difference. 
This collective generosity empowers the Foundation to continue 
making a positive impact in the Bass Coast community.



BCCF ANNUAL REPORT 2024 - 2025 | PAGE 4 BCCF ANNUAL REPORT 2024 - 2025 | PAGE 5

PATRON’S REPORT

The Bass Coast Community Foundation is a local philanthropic 
organization that has been making a difference since its 
creation over 20 years ago. I have been working with BCCF 
in different roles over that time and continue because I know 
the funds granted to innovative local programs are having a 
significant impact on many people.

How do I know this?

I have heard their stories -

The woman who through the skills and confidence she 
gained after completing the Go Girls development and 
mentoring program had the confidence to leave an abusive 
relationship, gain part time employment, and reconnect with 
her community. (Go Girls 2024)

A young man who shared that the knowledge he gained from 
the Censtible program changed the way he spent the money 
he earned in his part-time after school job. He doesn’t just 
spend it all now but has set up a savings account for longer 
term goals and to gain interest. (Centsible Program)

A teacher at a school that conducts the Kids as Catalysts 
program explaining, through tears, that she can’t believe one 
student participating in a presentation about the project he 
was involved in. She said he hasn’t had the confidence to 
speak in front of his class until now, let alone over 60 parents 
and community members. 

Visiting a school to deliver Back to School vouchers and a staff 
member explaining an incident from the previous year when 
she took a student to a shop to buy shoes with his voucher 
and there was some money left over. She asked him if there 
was something he would like to buy with the remainder. His 
response - “I really need some new underpants.“ The message 
to me was don’t ever underestimate how important these 
vouchers are to disadvantaged families. 

At the tenth anniversary celebration of the L2P program a 
young woman spoke about the difference participating in that 
program made to her life. She said she would not be standing 
presenting to us if it wasn’t for the mentoring she received 
from her volunteer mentor, or have achieved her career goal 
after being able to drive out of Bass Coast to access training.

The impact funding from the Foundation has had on not 
just these lives, but many others, is the reason I continue to 
support the Foundations work. However, I’m just one of many 
people from throughout Bass Coast who over the years have 
contributed 

•	 many people have given their time, experience and skill as 
directors of the board 

•	 many individual and business donors who have made 
donations or bequests both small and large 

•	 community members who have supported fundraising 
activities 

It is our community working together to make a difference in 
the lives of those who need it, that inspires me to continue to 
support the organization. I’m sure this community will continue 
to come together to ensure BCCF continues its important work.

 
Carol Blair | BCCF Patron

“Reality doesn’t change itself. We need to act.” 
Margaret j Wheatly : Turning to one another
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PATRON’S REPORT

COMMUNITY CONNECTION

Bass Coast Community Foundation has 2 key roles:

• Building a source of funds and investing it wisely, and 
• distributing the interest gained on those funds to 

eligible Bass Coast organisations who are working to 
address the Foundation’s key priority areas.

In support of these roles, as patron, I have been 
assisting our Executive Officer Deb Watson by speaking 
to community groups across the municipality to raise 
awareness of the Foundation and its key goals and 
function. 

We have over the last 12 months spoken to at least one 
hundred people  who have been members of Probus 
groups, or other clubs . 

The responses have been interesting. Positive recognition 
of the work that is being undertaken by BCCF and 
the  programs it funds,  and comments that they were 
unaware of the Foundation, and encouragement for us  
to  continue to communicate with the community to raise 
awareness of the role. One participant felt so strongly  
that she wrote a letter to the Sentinel Times newspaper  
praising the work BCCF are doing and another indicated 
she was contacting a philanthropist who would be a likely 
donor.  

All responses indicate that sharing information via 
personal contact is valued by the cohort we have been 
talking to and they encourage us to continue. 

The other role I have undertaken is to attend the graduation 
event of the Go Girls program which the Foundation helps 
to fund . Listening to the  women who participated in the 
program’s stories describe  the impact that the program 
made on their lives was inspiring . It is the stories about 
the impact we are having that are the most empowering, 
not only to keep me involved, but to show others that we 
talk to that our funded programs are making a significant 
difference to the lives of women, young people and those 
at risk of homelessness. 

The work may seem difficult at times but the benefits to 
our community and achieving the wishes of our donors 
makes it extremely worthwhile.

Carol Blair Patron BCCF  

Dreaming of a better world?

Create it with your own Will.

Use the power of your will to change the world  
by including Bass Coast Community Foundation  

and create a legacy for your life’s work.

Photo: Executive Officer Deb Watson and Patron Carol Blair

Photo: Patron Carol Blair

BCCF ANNUAL REPORT 2024 - 2025 | PAGE 4 BCCF ANNUAL REPORT 2024 - 2025 | PAGE 5



BCCF ANNUAL REPORT 2024 - 2025 | PAGE 4 BCCF ANNUAL REPORT 2024 - 2025 | PAGE 5

THE VALUE OF BEING ABLE TO DRIVE

For many women, gaining a driver’s licence represents far more 
than just the ability to get from one place to another — it’s a 
pathway to confidence, independence, and new opportunities.

Six women are currently taking part in the Women’s Driving 
Program, which provides professional lessons followed by 
ongoing support from volunteer mentors. The program is run 
through Mitchell House the Wonthaggi Neighbourhood House, 
and funded by the Foundation.

This year five participants have completed their initial lessons 
and are now practising with mentors; one is close to obtaining 
her P plates, while two others are not far behind. Another 
participant is still completing her professional lessons and 
waiting to be matched with a mentor.

Earlier this year, one participant achieved a major milestone 
when she gained her Ps with the support of the program. 
“Getting my licence made such a big difference,” she says. “I 
was able to buy a car a few months later, which helped me find 
a job! Thanks again for all the support.”

Her story captures the true value of being able to drive — it 
opens doors to work, study, and community life, empowering 
women to take charge of their own journeys.

—What getting my licence means to me— 

“The L2P program along with the Women’s driving program 
has completely changed my life.

Mel and all the volunteers put their everything into this 
programme and ensure the highest possible safety measures 
and driving education. I strongly believe if we were all taught 
by L2P or the Women’s driving programme our road fatalities 
would be close to zero.

I know for anyone, getting your license is scary. I have mental 
health issues and suffer panic attacks. I’ve been with them on 
and off for roughly 5 years. They’ve been nothing but calming, 
supportive and patient with me, no matter what.

The programme supporting me getting my license means a 
route to freedom to explore opportunities I wouldn’t otherwise 
be able to without the extra support and encouragement.

This programme ensures women from all walks of life have 
the self-sufficiency to succeed, live freely and drive!” 

Eliza 

Photo: ‘L’ Plater Iman with Instructor Lynne
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GRANT OUTCOMES : CHANGE FOR SAM

BCCF 2024/25 Grant Impact Report

Thanks to the generous support of the Bass Coast Community 
Foundation, Change For Sam has been able to strengthen 
safety and protection for victim-survivors of family violence 
across the Bass Coast region.

Purpose and Partnership

BCCF funding enabled the purchase and distribution of five 
24/7 monitored personal safety devices, designed to give at-
risk individuals immediate access to help when they need it 
most.

These devices were delivered in partnership with The Salvation 
Army’s Alexis Family Violence Response Model, ensuring they 
reached local people most in need of protection and support.

Reach and Reuse

Through our innovative reuse model, the five devices funded 
by BCCF have already supported eight individuals. As each 
device is returned, professionally cleaned, and reissued, they 
continue to protect new users — multiplying the impact of 
BCCF’s contribution well into the future.

Real Impact

These devices have been activated during genuine safety 
threats, prompting swift emergency responses when required. 
They offer vital reassurance for people who may not qualify for 
government-funded safety programs, bridging a critical gap 
in local protection.

Each device not only safeguards its user but also brings peace 
of mind to families, friends, and the wider community, knowing 
their loved one has a direct line to safety.

Sustained Outcomes

All five devices remain in active use and will continue to be 
monitored and maintained by Change For Sam, ensuring 
long-term safety benefits for the Bass Coast community.

A Shared Commitment to Safety

BCCF’s support has made a tangible difference — helping 
ensure that everyone, regardless of circumstance, has the 
same right to safety and protection.

We are deeply thankful to the Bass Coast Community 
Foundation for your generosity, partnership, and commitment 
to creating safer lives across our region.

Together, we are changing lives  
— and changing futures — for the better.

~ Change for Sam
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Photo: Security monitored personal safety device and charger
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GRANT OUTCOMES : BCAL BOOMERANG BAGS

Empowering Bass Coast Families to Learn About the Clean 
Economy

A new climate education initiative is taking root across the 
Bass Coast—one designed especially for families with young 
children.

With the support of a $5000 BCCF grant, the project is 
delivering a place-based, family-oriented approach to 
learning about the clean economy, including the circular 
economy, renewable energy and climate adaptation. The goal 
is simple: make sustainability education accessible, hands-on 
and local, particularly for families experiencing educational 
disadvantage.

Learning Packs Making a Big Impact

Over 100 take-home learning packs have already been created 
and distributed. These carefully curated packs include:

•	 Clean economy checklists
•	 Seed packets with BCAL and Learn Local branding
•	 Indigenous-designed bookmarks
•	 Three free children’s books by local authors
•	 Boomerang Bags sewn by community groups
•	 Adult course guides and learning pathways

These resources are already sparking conversations at 
home and encouraging families to explore new learning 
opportunities.

Workshops & Partnerships

A series of 16 workshops will run throughout 2025 at local 
libraries and supported playgroups, developed in partnership 
with Landcare, MYLI, Sustainability Victoria, Westernport Water, 
schools and community centres. Session plans are complete, 
promotional materials are ready and delivery is underway.

In response to feedback, the team introduced a flexible 
model—offering both group workshops and self-paced 
learning options. This ensures families can participate in a way 
that suits their needs, without pressure.

Early Outcomes

Already, the project has:

•	 Strengthened partnerships across the region
•	 Highlighted adult learning and career pathways in the 

clean economy
•	 Increased family awareness of sustainability concepts
•	 Put tools in place to measure learning and improve 

delivery

What We’re Learning

•	 Flexibility increases access
•	 Good resources create curiosity
•	 Local collaboration builds momentum
•	 Clear communication drives engagement

As workshops roll out in 2025, more stories, feedback and case 
studies will be collected—capturing the real impact of this 
exciting initiative.

Together, we are growing cleaner futures, stronger families 
and more connected communities across Bass Coast.
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Photo: Lisa (L) and Harriet (R) from Boomerang Bags

Photo: Home Learning Pack contents
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GO GIRLS PROGRAM

The Go Girl Program is lived through a unique combination of 
One Day Workshops, Life Coaching Sessions and a Two Night 
Retreat. Fully qualified and experienced facilitators provide a 
safe, supportive and inclusive environment for groups of 10 to 

16 women. 

The workshops ignite possibilities and help women to better 
understand who they are and what they want from life by 
freely exploring their dreams and passions. The Program 

brings together an inspirational energy that is driven by real 
change and success as women harness the momentum of 

redefining their future.

Throughout the Program, women are encouraged to 
take more control of their life. The key driver for change is 

confident, supported and planned action taking.

Impact of the Project

The 2024 project, partially funded with a grant from Bass Coast 
Community Foundation, consisted of 8 one-day workshops, 
one three-day, two-night retreat, and a celebratory luncheon 
delivered across 5 months in Wonthaggi.  After the completion 
of the program the participants were offered continuing support 
through a mentoring program.  The mentors who worked with 
them were trained and were recruited as volunteers from the 
local community.  The duration of the mentoring relationship 
was 6 months.

All the women on this program were at risk either through 
abuse, social isolation, depression and anxiety, victimisation, 
being financially unstable or experiencing an untenable 
quality of life.  All the women felt stuck in their lives and their 
self-esteem and level of confidence was low.

Out of the sixteen participants who initially enrolled, four left 
the program (i.e., illness through becoming pregnant, over 
committed due to study demands, exacerbation of chronic 
illness and time constraints).  Out of the twelve that graduated, 
the following outcomes were recorded:

•	 A casual job turned into a career after taking on a 
permanent role and winning a national workplace 
contest.  The level of her empowerment and confidence 
contributed to a more fulfilling and meaningful life.  She 
also started a relationship based on mutual equality and 
respect.

•	 Achieved her dream of travelling to northern Australia 
after many years of disempowerment and financial stress.  
And is currently planning to travel overseas and work as a 
missionary 

•	 Commenced a life changing course of study to enable her 
to access jobs in the field of mental health and training. 

•	 After a period of isolation is now circulating in the 
community and connecting with other like-minded 
people.

•	 Accomplished her goals of finding a new place to live and 
re-established herself in her community.

•	 Overcame health difficulties and was able to return to her 
routine of fitness and health and resolved conflict in her 
family.

•	 Re-established herself as creative/artistic person and has 
become a vibrant member of her community.

•	 Enrolled in a course of study and is circulating in her 
community.

•	 Stepped up in her job prospects and is achieving her goals.
•	 Entered the workforce in a role she enjoys and is studying 

part-time.
•	 Is volunteering and circulating in her community.
•	 Moved to another state and is achieving her goals.

These women have all become empowered in their own 
way and they have reached many goals that they set out 
to achieve. They have also shown improvements in mental 
health, wellbeing and motivation. They all have 5-year and 10-
year life plans that they continue to work on and are feeling 
optimistic and confident and are learning how to take control 
of their lives.  Many of them have attended Go Girls fundraising 
events as volunteers and a number of them are training to 
become mentors for future participants. 

They are now empowered women connected to their local 
communities, leading fulfilling lives.
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KIDS AS CATALYSTS

Each year the showcase is the finale of the Kids as Catalysts 
program, which teaches and supports groups of students to be 
positive change leaders by partnering with local organisations 
to design and deliver action projects that benefit the local 
community.

This program helps raise the community connection and 
aspirations of young people and Bass Coast Community 
Foundation have funded the program since the pilot in 2021. 
A successful roll out over the last five years has seen the 
program benefit hundreds of local kids.
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Photo: Andre, Andrea and Sharyn from Kids as Catalysts
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CENTSIBLE

A Community Collaboration 

The Foundation was fortunate to receive a Bendigo Bank 
grant of $5,000 to support the delivery of the Centsible Adult 
Financial Literacy program at Bass Coast Adult Learning.

The first session included students from the English as an 
additional language course whose feedback indicated that 
they felt more confident in their ability to manage money here 
in Australia - and to watch out for scams!

Bendigo Bank has also offered to help add specific banking 
information as an addition to the program.

The Centsible Teen Talk program is also being run again in 
schools and the feedback has been very positive.  Students 
also asked interesting questions of Jackie and Rebecca which 
will help to target additional content for future programs 

From the Centsible website:

Financial literacy is the understanding of how to manage 
your money effectively. It is an essential life skill that can 
help you make informed decisions about your finances, 
and it plays a crucial role in achieving financial stability 

and security. Being financially literate means knowing how 
to budget, save, invest, and manage debt. It also means 

understanding financial concepts such as interest rates, and 
credit scores.

Financial literacy is vital because it empowers individuals 
to take control of their finances and make better decisions 
about their future. People who are financially literate are 
more likely to save money, avoid debt, and invest in their 
future. They also have a better understanding of financial 
products and services, which can help them make more 

informed decisions about things like mortgages, insurance, 
and retirement planning.

In today’s complex financial landscape, where there is a 
plethora of options for borrowing, saving, and investing, 

financial literacy is more important than ever. It can help 
individuals avoid financial pitfalls and make the most of their 
money. By being financially literate, you can achieve financial 

security and independence, and lead a more fulfilling life.
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Photo: Penelope Rowe, second from left, Manager of the Inverloch 
Bendigo Bank, along with Louise Martin-Litchfield Board Director (left) 
and Mark McCormac, President, (right) presenting a big cheque to 
Foundation EO Deb Watson.’

Photo: Foundation Board members with the big cheque.Photo: Foundation EO Deb Watson with Centsible 
creators and facilitators Rebecca (L) and Jackie (R
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GIRLS ON TOOLS Phillip Island Community and Learning Centre Inc – PICAL

PICAL received a community grant from the Foundation to run 
a program called Girls on Tools

Purpose of the Girls on Tools Program

Women in the community who participate in Girls on Tools 
programs benefit by gaining knowledge, experience and 
confidence in using tools. It empowers women around the 
home as they learn to fix things and/or have their own building 
project. It provides a basic introduction to the building industry 
that may lead to further study or work in the field.

Below are quotes gathered from a few of the attendees.

In terms of the course, I have found it really useful, and it’s 
been great to gain experience and confidence in using 

tools I have never used before and was unlikely to have the 
opportunity to use without the course. 

I’m now confident to undertake simple maintenance jobs at 
home and hopefully some more ambitious projects in the 

future. 

The trainers were so patient in explaining techniques and I 
couldn’t recommend or thank them enough. 

~ Penny

All positive, the trainers were so lovely and patient and made 
me so comfortable coming along and learning how to use 
the big scary power tools. I came away with so much more 

confidence and made some great things. 

This course is so good for women to feel more empowered 
to fix and maintain things at home too without being able to 
rely on “men”. Good on you PICAL for leading the way here, 
there should be more courses like this offered. Keep up the 
great work, please thank the great trainers for me have a 

merry Christmas and I hope to be back one day when work 
hours permit. 

~ Jo

In regards to feed back on the course and the shed, I would 
like to express my happiness and gratitude for the ongoing 
commitment of PICAL in providing such a great program.

It has had an enormous impact on my knowledge, skills, 
motivation and confidence, in tackling small maintenance 

jobs at home and completing personal projects.

I am currently ‘up styling’ my old furniture and it so great to 
know that I have the support, guidance and encouragement 

from the guys at the shed.

The trainers are fantastic, supportive, knowledgeable and 
patient. They go above and beyond to support and ensure 

we have success!

~ Chris
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Photos: Some of the GIrls on Tools program participants with their projects.
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A SUCCESSFUL FINANCIAL YEAR

Financial Growth and Stewardship

Our Foundation recorded its strongest financial performance 
to date, with total assets growing by over 15% and grant 
distributions exceeding $40,000. This growth was driven by 
a combination of generous donor contributions, prudent 
investment strategies, and effective cost management. 
Revenue performed lower than expected due to a decrease 
in grant funding, reflecting broader economic conditions 
in Victoria that reduced available government programs 
and increased funding competition. We maintained a 
diversified portfolio, managed by Bell Potter, that delivered 
steady returns despite market fluctuations, ensuring that our 
endowment remains a reliable source of funding for years to 
come. Transparency and accountability remained central to 
our operations, with rigorous financial reporting and audits 
reinforcing donor confidence. Securing grant funding and 
strengthening awareness, while maintaining disciplined cost 
controls will remain key priorities in the upcoming financial 
year to support future revenue growth.

Innovation and Future Focus

Recognizing the importance of adaptability, we continue to 
explore technology to make donations easier and improve 
efficiency as well as enhancing accessibility. Looking ahead, 
we plan to expand our impact measurement framework to 
better capture outcomes and inform strategic decisions. Our 
goal is to ensure that every dollar entrusted to us delivers 
maximum benefit to the community.

Gratitude and Commitment

None of these accomplishments would have been possible 
without the unwavering support of our donors, partners, and 
volunteers. Their generosity and trust empower us to continue 
building a stronger, more inclusive future. As we celebrate 
this successful financial year, we reaffirm our dedication to 
transparency, collaboration, and innovation. Together, we 
are creating a legacy of positive change that will endure for 
generations.
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ANNUAL AUDITED ACCOUNTS

Cardell Assurance and Audit provide auditing services to the Foundation.

The 2024 - 2025 audited accounts are available on the Foundation’s website www.bccf.org.au

Australian Charities and Not- For- Profit Commission (ACNC) Charities register www.acnc.gov.au/charity

A consolidated report taken from the Foundation’s audit is found below for you information.
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ANNUAL AUDITED ACCOUNTS
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WITH GRATITUDE

WE THANK EVERY DONOR, SUPPORTER AND VOLUNTEER

THE FOUNDATION IS EXTREMELY GRATEFUL FOR THE SUPPORT RECEIVED FROM 
LOCAL ORGANISATIONS, BUSINESSES AND INDIVIDUALS, WITHOUT WHOM 

WE WOULD BE UNABLE TO SUPPORT THE BASS COAST COMMUNITY.

TO OUR NAMED ACCOUNTS
ALLAN BAWDEN

G & S BROWN (ALAN BROWN)
GERRY LONERGAN

BELL MOED FAMILY FUND
JOAN ELTRINGHAM MEMORIAL FUND
NEWNHAM FAMILY (B & L NEWNHAM)

PHILLIP ISLAND ACCOUNT
VIVIAN DOCKING REITH

WOMEN FOR CHANGE (SYLVIA DAVEY)

TO OUR GIVING COMMUNITY
SYLVIA ADMANS

NALIN ARILEO
AMY BARRY-MACAULAY

SALLY BIELENY
SOPHIE BOLDING
SARAH BOURKE

PAULINE CALDOW
PIP COLEMAN

LINDA COURTNEY
PETER DOTCHIN

TESS DOWTHWAITE
SIMON DUNSTAN

KATE DWYER
ANT GENT

BELINDA GIBSON
LARISSA GRAY

NICOLE GRIFFITHS
DESIREE HANDLEY
MELISSA HAYES

RUTH JONES
AMY KENT

VICKI KOLLER
SUE LEVY

KELLY LUCAS

SUSAN LUCAS
LYNDAL MCKENZIE

MELANIE MUMFORD
SOFIA MUMFORD
CHARLES POPPLE
KIM RICHARDSON

LISA SARTORI
LOUISE SPARKES
VICKI VILLELLA
DEB WATSON
JANE WOODS

TO OUR COMMUNITY PARTNERS
BASS COAST SHIRE COUNCIL

FOUNDATION FOR RURAL & REGIONAL RENEWAL (FRRR)
KIDS THRIVE

ROTARY
NATIONAL SCIENCE WEEK AND INITIATIVE ETC

ARTSPACE GALLERY
CARDELL ASSURANCE AND AUDIT

TO OUR BOARD
PHIL FRIEDLOS (CHAIR)

AMY DYNES (DEPUTY CHAIR)
KATHY HAWKE (SECRETARY AND TREASURER)

JOANNE DIXON
NINA BARRY-MACAULAY

SOPHIE BOLDING
SHARYNE MUNDAY

CHELSEA CAPLE
BRI REID

BRETT TESSARI
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DONATIONS CAN BE MADE TO THE FOUNDATION
TO SUPPORT OUR WORK DIRECTLY.

EVERY DONATION OVER $2 IS TAX DEDUCTIBLE.

BASS COAST COMMUNITY FOUNDATION
ABN : 20 391 663 724

BANK: 633 000 | ACC: 118 762 418 | REF: YOUR NAME

PO BOX 180, WONTHAGGI, VIC 3995
WWW.BCCF.ORG.AU

INFO@BCCF.ORG.AU | M. 0493 110 802


